
 Health and Safety Plan FAQs 
 

Through this document, the District will answer questions regarding the 2020-2021 

school year and the Health and Safety Plan.  Please use the form link on the website to 

ask questions and share comments.  The current listing was posted on August 4, 2020 prior to the board 

meeting. 

 

Special Education 
 

1. Learning support- how will they be supported if school is virtual?  

Live instruction will still be provided in the virtual setting, including learning support. The learning 

support teacher will be able to provide small group instruction in this fashion. Additionally, the learning 

support teacher would be able to schedule meetings with students virtually in one to one segments for 

more individualized support. 

 

2. Hearing impared students with teachers wearing masks?  

We are ordering masks with a clear mouth covering.  Teachers will also have access to face shields. 

Teachers from the Intermediate Unit will have their own appropriate PPE. 

 

3. How will IEP’s work virtually? 

Specially Designed Instruction will continue to be provided as outlined in the IEP. Teachers will address 

all learning needs for students in person or in virtual attendance through  synchronous instruction. Pull 

out classes, as well as academic support and progress monitoring, will be provided through the case 

manager’s Google classroom.  

 

4. How will IEPs be affected and will students be able to move to support rooms when needed? 

IEP teams will meet within the first few weeks of school to develop an IEP for the upcoming school year. 

The team will review all aspects of the IEP for implementation in person or in virtual attendance. Pull 

out classes, as well as academic support and progress monitoring, will be provided through the case 

manager’s Google classroom. 

 

Miscellaneous 

1. Are subs allowed in the building?  

Yes….we will need many substitutes.  Substitutes will be trained and potentially cohorted for contact 

tracing.  

 

2. If we have a large number of students that want to attend eAcademy who will teach these classes?  

Teachers in Burrell or teachers across Westmoreland County. 

 

3. How will Project Discover work?  

This will be done virtually.  The plan for project discover will not be ready for a few more weeks. 

 



4. Will the YMCA be able to operate at Bon Air Elementary School? 

Yes, the YMCA daycare will be permitted to operate as long as they adhere to the guidelines required by 

the state. 

 

5. Will students be permitted to carry water bottles for the one-touch fountains? 

Yes, families will be encouraged to have their students bring water bottles as we normally do in the 

early part of the year.  Water fountains have been replaced with one-touch water bottle fountains. 

 

Attendance 
1. Since students are most likely going to be kept home due to symptoms, what will attendance look 

like? 

The threshold for keeping children home from school is lower than in previous years.  Students staying 

home for symptoms and can still participate in class may do so virtually and be counted as present. 

Students staying home and not participating virtually will be counted as absent.  The schools will 

monitor absenteeism and adapt attendance policies as needed to ensure personal and public health is 

the clear priority. 

 

Career and Technology Center 
1. If your student attends vo-tech, how will any of these options work?  

These options will work hand and hand with the CTC.  The students will still attend the CTC AM or PM. 

The CTC has its own Health and Safety Plan.  Students will follow the CTC plan for CTC attendance and 

follow Burrell’s plan for Burrell attendance. 

 

Transportation 
 

1. Is sanitation possible between bus routes?  

Roenigk has their own procedure for sanitizing buses.  Buses are sanitized and fogged once daily. 

Common areas are wiped down between runs.  Students will be required to wear a mask on the bus. 

Students will be assigned seats on the bus to minimize contact.  Two students to a seat.  Siblings must 

sit together.  

 

Instruction 
1. Can you choose a mix… for example: can a student do 3 days in school and 2 online in a week?   

For planning purposes, the District will request that families choose to be either all face to face (5 days 

a week) or all virtual (5 days a week); however, we understand that a hot building will be difficult with a 

mask.  Therefore, we are willing to provide families that choose to be face to face (5 days a week) some 

flexibility in the first 2 months of school as long as there is good communication between home and 

school.  The District does not intend to consider a hybrid where students attend 2 days then 3 days at 

home.  This scenario is too difficult for working parents.  

 

2. Will my child have the same teacher if we move between Options A and B? 



The students will have the teachers listed on their schedule regardless of whether they are in Option A 

or Option B or switch options at some point in the year. 

 

3. Can I send my child to school for certain classes such as band or science labs? 

Families will be asked to choose one Option A or Option B.  The only reason for moving back and forth 

between options would be due to heat and/or sickness.  By the end of October, a student in Option A 

should only miss school when sick.  A student in Option B would always be virtual until the next decision 

point (every 45 days). 

 

4. As a parent, can I make different choices for each of our children or is it what I choose on the survey 

we have to do for all children? 

As a parent, you will choose an option for each child in your home.  It may be better for one child to 

work from home for a health reason while the other is in school.  

 

5. Does Option A use a chromebook all day as well? 

Yes, all assignments and assessments will be submitted via Google Classroom regardless of the location 

of the student.  This is to minimize the exchange of materials and paper between teachers and 

students.  

 

6. Is there a way to do virtual interaction for the students if we don’t want the child in school?   

Google Meet will be used for virtual interaction. Students at home on Option B will follow their school 

schedule and attend each class in real time via google meet.  All assignments and assessments will be 

submitted via Google Classroom.  There will be times when students must be “live” with their teacher 

and times that they will be able to work on their own.  

 

7. Will we provide at home kids with a specific schedule of when they must be on the live meets?  

Each teacher team under the direction of their building principal will create a schedule for students in 

the room and at home.  Middle school and high school students will follow their schedule.  Students at 

home at all levels will be required to participate in live meets to meet their attendance requirements. 

They will not be counted if the teacher cannot see them on the live meet.  Video must be on. 

 

8. Math manipulatives are used daily in my room.  I have sets of 24.  Now, I will need a morning and 

afternoon set.  Is there money to purchase more?   

Yes, we are reviewing the need and intend to purchase more so that each student has access to their 

own set regardless of where they are located. 

 

9. Are teachers going to be provided with a second computer?  One to run the Promethean and one to 

stream the class?  

Teachers will be given a Chromebook and microphone in addition to their laptop to assist with 

instruction. 

 

10. Can students check out library books?  



Yes, a procedure for requesting and returning books is being developed.  Books will be sanitized in 

between student use. 

 

11. If a student does virtual can they fully participate in activities (band, drama.)  

Yes 

 

12. This plan treats 5 and 18 year olds the same.  Do options A and B have to be the same K-12?   

The plan structure is the same; however, what teachers do with students during the instructional times 

will be age and content specific. 

 

13. Could there be a delayed start to the school year or start online?  Would help with the building 

temperatures and securing materials.  
In order to delay the start of school, we would need to increase the instructional time in the day or 

extend the school year.  We have not been given permission to ignore the 180 days, 990 hours 

(secondary), and 900 hours (elementary) requirement.  We have been given permission to carry out our 

instruction virtually, face to face or as a hybrid..The instructional time requirements are still required. 

 

14. What if we go back to full closure?  Will teachers continue as planned?  

The plan allows us to move back and forth between being physically open and closed.  Our instructional 

approach will be the same regardless of whether a student is home or at school.  If we end up closing, 

all instruction will continue virtually with every student following the school day and participating with 

their teacher virtually and live. 

 

15. Arts education - what will happen to things like art, shop, home ec., etc.  

These classes will still occur to the best of our ability.  Materials may be modified but the same 

academic goals will be accomplished.  At the elementary level, the specialist teacher will travel to the 

students. 

 

16. Gym-will gym classes happen? 

Yes, Gym will be outside whenever possible.  Equipment will be cleaned between cohorts of students. 

Students in grades 6-8 will not change for gym class.  Students in grades 9-12 will continue to have class 

with sports and recreation protocols in place.  Swim as a class will not be offered during the first nine 

weeks of school.  

 

17. Will the grading scale return to normal vs pass or fail, as it was during remote learning in the spring?  

Grading will be as normal.  Standards based from K-3.  Standards/grades from 4-5.  Grades from 6-12. 

Pass/fail grades will not be used at any time during our 20-21 school year. 

 

Building Cleaning and Sanitization 
1. Will there be cleaning between classes changing at the upper levels?  

Students in Grades 4-12 will clean their new work area each time they change location.  For example, 

after the teacher has sprayed their work area, the student will use paper towels to clean their work 

area.   Then use hand sanitizer to clean their hands. 



 

Cafeteria, Breakfast and Lunch 
 

1. Lunch in class instead of cafeteria?  

We may not be able to social distance students in a classroom depending on the number of students 

who choose to come to school.  Therefore, we are doing our best to accommodate student lunch times 

in the cafeteria or other large spaces in each building.  

 

Technology Support 
1. Will there be technology assistance in my classroom?  

The District will have designated staff members to provide technology assistance for those at home and 

at school. 

 

Safety Drills 
1. What about safety drills?  

We will still practice drills with our students to ensure they are prepared in the case of an emergency. 

Rather than whole school drills, our teachers will do class fire and safety drills in small groups.  ALICE 

training for students will be completed when feasible.  

 

Social Distancing and PPE 
1. What do middle school classrooms and student movements look like?  

Students will move through their day as normal wearing a mask in areas that do not permit social 

distancing.  Mask breaks will be provided.  Students will wash their hands in Science classes and before 

and after eating.  Students who do not have Science will be given another option.  

 

2. Will students be required to wear masks while they are individually at their desks?  

Yes when social distancing guidelines are not met.  Students are required to wear a face covering unless 

they have a medical or mental health condition or disability, documented in accordance with Section 

504 or the Rehabilitation Act or IDEA that precludes the wearing of a face covering in school. 

Accommodations for such students should be made in partnership with the student’s health care 

provider, school nurse and IEP/504 team. 

 

3. Will classroom numbers be dependent on all students or just those attending face to face? 

Classrooms are being scheduled as normal with 25 or less students.  Larger classes will be moved. 

Social distancing does require 6ft in order to remove a mask.  The majority of classrooms are not large 

enough to accommodate social distancing when the full complement of students are in school. 

Therefore,  students will be expected to wear their mask in classrooms where social distance guidelines 

cannot be met.  Mask breaks will be scheduled.  

 

4. Can a student wear a face shield instead of a mask?  

Per PDE guidelines, this is permitted. 

 



5. Will cafeteria staff be provided with face shields?  

Yes cafeteria staff will have the option of wearing a face shield in addition to a mask. 

 

6. Gloves for staff?  Gloves to clean desks, help w/ masks, tie shoes, open snacks…  Gloves will be 

available for staff to use as part of their PPE-personal protective equipment.  

 

7. PPE for staff...how often can/need to resupply?  

Staff will be provided with a face shield, a mask, and gloves. Gloves and face shield are optional. 

 

8. Can staff put plexiglass on their own at their desk as an added precaution?  

Staff will not be provided with plexiglass. They may provide their own if they wish. 

 

9. Crates for storage of student’s belongings?   

Students in K-5 will have a crate at school for their personal belongings such as a lunch box and coat.  

 

10. How should we set up our classroom desks?   

Please limit items from home to only those essential to your job.  Teachers will be asked to remove all 

extra furniture, etc. from their rooms to allow for the maximum social distancing of student desks.  

 

11. Virtual meetings for teacher team meetings?   

PLC meetings should be done virtually.  All teacher interactions including team meetings, lunch, etc. 

should be conducted via Google Meet to minimize contact. 

 

12. Elementary bathroom breaks - how will that work with so many kids?   

Teachers will design an appropriate schedule for their students to ensure that student needs are met 

and that hand hygiene is a must.  Emergency needs will be addressed. 

 

Extracurricular Activities 
1. What do extracurricular activities look like?   

Extracurricular activities will occur when feasible.  These activities will be handled on a case by case 

basis. 

 

 

Managing Student and Staff Health 

1. Will teachers take temperatures? 

Parents will monitor symptoms and report the results in a google form each school day for the nurse. 

The school nurse will check in on students who were not checked by parents at home.  Employees will 

also monitor their symptoms and report the results in a google form each school day for the nurse. 

Students and employees exhibiting symptoms that meet the stay at home criteria and have no other 

explanation will stay home. 

 

1. Notification system if a student or staff is exposed?   

Families of those exposed will be notified while maintaining the confidentiality of the infected person.  



 

2. Are all teachers going to be in the building? What happens when a teacher must quarantine? All 

teachers will be present in the building.  When a teacher must quarantine, we will work together to 

ensure the educational process is not disrupted. 

 

3. Is everyone getting swabbed before school starts? 
The District will not require staff and students to be swabbed before school starts.  The District will 
follow the public health guidelines presented by PDE.   Children and employees exhibiting symptoms 
that meet the criteria to stay home and there is no other explanation must stay home.  School nurses 
will assist employees and families with making decisions regarding quarantine or isolation.   School 
nurses will always recommend a visit to the doctor as necessary.  
 

4. What about a kid that has daily low fevers due to another health condition? 
A student who has other health issues that explain symptoms such as a low grade fever, runny nose, 
etc. will be handled on a case by case basis.  Families with a student in this situation should 
communicate with the school nurse.  The school nurse will help the family with decisions to keep the 
child home or send them to school. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


